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Abby is originally from Dunedin, where she undertook her studies at the University of 

Otago, and she currently works at the University of Canterbury. There she is a 

Kaiārahi Māori in the Office of the Assistant Vice-Chancellor and works to support 

Māori development and bicultural competence and confidence through strategic 

institutional change.  

  

Her commitment to cultural integrity and equity has encouraged her to become an 

active member of the Rāpaki Branch of the Māori Women’s Welfare League. She 

speaks te reo and possesses an understanding of te Ao Māori as well as tikanga 

Māori and State law, and continues to undertake research projects concerning 

Indigenous Peoples and the recognition and protection of their rights. 

 

Abby holds a Doctor of Philosophy, a Bachelor of Arts with First Class Honours in 

Māori Studies and a Bachelor of Laws from the University of Otago. She is also a 

Barrister and Solicitor of the High Court of New Zealand. 

  
  

 
 

 

 

  


